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December 14, 1996 
Dear Friends: 


The centerpiece for this issue will be John Elwood’s long awaited 
"Birth Dates of The Vibroplex Keys". John has generously offered 
this listing simultaneously to several publications, so I am sure 
that you will see it elsewhere. 


This was truly a monumental task, and we owe John a big vote of 
thanks for putting it all together. I am running this piece in it’s 
entirety just as I received it from John. I would hate to make 
typing error that would haunt me forever! 


After many years of searching I finally have found the holy grail - - 
the Vibroplex Upright! There are few of us that have made a "cold" 
find on one of these beauties, but it happened to me recently while 
on a business trip. I wandered into an interesting looking store 
that advertised antiques, and nearly left when I found that they sold 
clothing and leather goods. 


As I turned to walk out I noticed some old and rusty looking stuff in 
the next room, so I took a peek. I happened to glance down into a 
cluttered showcase and when I spotted the Upright my knees nearly 
went out from under me! I have nearly had coronary arrest several 
times in junk stores over children’s microscopes which have a similar 
look to the Upright, but believe me, I had no doubt in this case! I 
stood there for several moments savoring the moment until it occurred 
to me that it might not be for sale. [GULP!] I took my pen light 
and peered through the dirty glass and was delighted to see a price 
tag. Not being an utter fool I asked the owner for "The best price 
he could make me on the telegraph key", and he dropped the price $50! 
The owner told me that he had brought it in for a collector two 
months previously, but that he never heard from the guy. Oh well. 


Mine is the model with the cast-in damper and is in good condition 
other than missing the spring, arm, contact and weight. It will take 
a bit of machining to make these parts, but it will be well worth it! 


I recently visited Randy Cole and Neal McEwen in Dallas, and we got 
into a discussion about the Upright and the quantities made. Both 
Randy and Neal speculate that there are a lot of "closet collectors" 
out there that have one. This is likely since it is a well known 
"rare" key. With that in mind I will run a listing of all known 
Uprights if those of you that are fortunate enough to own one will 
send in data on your keys. 


I now have 4457 entries in my magazine database. As time permits I 
have been adding references from Morsum Magnificat and TVC. This 
index covers all advertisements that my glazed eyes [try looking 
through a few hundred moldy ham magazines sometime....] could locate. 
I have covered all of the popular magazines and have bits and pieces 
of some of the more obscure ones such as Radio, R9, Railroad 
Telegrapher, Radio World, etc. If you have any of these magazines 
please take time to go through them and send me copies of the ads. 


N7CFO KEYLETTER #19, PAGE 196 


Please put the publication name and month/year on each page. A word 
of caution - - when you are dealing with old publications don’t use 

"Post-it" notes as book marks. The adhesive will tear old the pages 
and lift off the ink. 


I urgently need to get a look at QSTs from December, 1915 to May, 
1919. Ideally I would like to review these myself, but 
alternatively, I need somebody with very good eyes to go through them 
and make a copy of every single key ad for me. 


If you have a strange key I would be pleased to "run" it for you to 
determine if it was ever advertised. Drop me a note or e-mail. 
Provide all of the written information on the key as so I can run it 
for name, address, etc. 


Kitano Update: Kit Raymond sends out an annual newsletter to his 
customers during the holidays. The following is excerpted from the 
1996 edition: 


One of the many questions I am frequently asked is,."Am I coming 
out with other keys?" The answer is an emphatic "yes". A man 
rarely crosses the prairie on one horse. TI have a couple of other 
keys in mind and hope to have the next key for sale within the next 
6 months. 


As many of you recall, last Christmas I came out with the spring 
tension wheel. Sometime last spring I also produced a stop which 
prevents the gap from increasing at the contact point when tension 
is increased. The two stops plus related hardware can be purchased 
for $5.00 plus $2.00 s&h. 


Raymond Lee: I am a volunteer Morse code instructor and would like 
to purchase some U.S. or other Military Morse keys to show to my 
Morse students during the lectures concerning the history of military 
keys. If you have any to offer, please send a list with 
drawings/photos if possible and specify the USS price, including 
surface postage. 


Raymond Lee, VR2UW 

PO Box 62316 

Kwun Tong Post Office 
Hong Kong 


Well, that is it for #19. Keep those cards and letters coming. The 
more input I receive, the faster I crank these things out! 


73+) 


fh ‘oe ; 
yn 
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3IRTH vDaTSS OF THE VIBROPLEX KEYS .C) 1996 


oy Jonn Elwood, WW7P, 5716 N. 34th AZ 


Dr., Phoenix, 


85017 USA 


ey collector I have been asked many times to date Vibroplex 


AS ke 
keySo oe first it appeared nearly impossible to do, so I decided to 
undertake a project tnat would help us know how old and when our keys 
were made, it's peen a long job starting in 1990. 


T'il start wita serial numbers and aproximate dates, then li 
tne sources for my dates, such as when the keys were first/and jas 
advertised, patent dates, sales slips, Vibroplex's adaresses over che 
POEs, information from owners, etc. 
After the above dates had been ascerta other dates were de- 
mined by extrapolation of the figures. 


ined, 


Remember, these are aproximate dates but I feel they are very 
close. 


it appears that Vibroplex assigned blocks of numbers for differ- 


ent modeis of keys between 1905 and 1915. 

ABY SERIAL NUMBERS KEY SzRIaL NUMBERS 
ORIGINAL 4,00-44.16 ORIGINAL 50,000-51,814 
DOUBL: LEVER 6010-6014 With the 253 Broadway ad- 
DOUSLs LaVan D5015-D5310 dress and later vclates the 
ORIGINaL 9000-9 ,999 serial numbers ran consec- 
wae 10, 238-12 ,250 utively. 

Noo & B518=81623 
ORIGINaL 20, 011-20, 788 
ma 25,090=-26 ,154 


t- 
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Commas have been inserted to facilitate reading the numbers, 


NUMBER aPROX. YR NUMBER APROX. YR 
400-1,286 1905 84, 682-88, 402 1922 
1,287=2,777 1906 88, 403-91, 375 1923 
2,778-3,255 1907 91,376-94 , 316 1924 
3 ,256-6 106 1908 94» 317-95 865 1925 
No numbers reported 95, 866-99, 574 1926 
between 
6 ,107-9 999 99g 1oy 40153939 1927 
No numbers 1909 101, 340-103 ,104 1928 
reported 
103 ,105-10 2 
No numbers 1910 Be ate meee 
reported 103 ,953-104 , 800 1930 
10,000-10,399 1911 104 ,801-105,648 1931 
10,400-11, 766 i 
? } 1912 105, 649-106 ,4.96 1932 
20 ,000-20,621 106 5497-107, 34.4 1.933 
DlsiGi ane 107 , 345-108 ,192 1934 
20 ,622-20,800 108 ,193-109 ,040 19 
25+000-25,577 #1913 ' ‘ ts 
xk 109 ,041-109,888 1936 
50,000-50,907 
D5015=D5310 109 ,889-110, 736 1937 
25, 578-26,154 110, 737-111,571 1938 
#53 
50 ,908=51,827 1914 111,572-113, 865 1939 
B518-B1623 
113 ,866-116 ,159 1940 
* No numbers 
reported 116 ,160-118,452 1941 
12 ,251-19,999 
*x* No numbers 118 453-122 , 536 1942 
reported 
26 155-49 ,999 112 , 537-126 ,619 1943 
51,828-54,231 1915 126 ,620-137, 394 1944 
545232=57,268 1916 137,395-148,169 1945 
57,269-60,308 1917 148,170-152, 526 1946 
60, 309-64, 573 1918 152 ,527-156,883 1947 
64,574-72,352 1919 156, 884-161, 353 1948 
72 353-80,960 1920 161, 354-165 ,822 1949 
2M QA1-8), 421 1921 165.823=170.292 1950 


NUMBIsH 

170 ,293-174, 762 
174 , 763-179 ,232 
179 5233-183, 702 
183 , 703-188 ,172 
188,173-192 ,642 
192 ,643-197,112 
197,113,201, 582 
201, 583-206 ,052 
206 ,053-210,517 
210, 518-217,034 
217,035-223,551 
223 552-230, 068 
230, 069-236, 585 
236 , 586-240, 870 
240,871=245 5155 
24,5 5156-249 ,440 
249 441-253 ,725 
253,726=258,010 
258,011-263, 874 
263 ,875-266,151 
266 , 152-267, 328 
267 ,329-270,152 
270 153-272 ,975 
a 
bers reported 
373 ,007=375 415 
375 5416-378,752 
378 5753-382 ,089 
382 , 090-385 ,426 
385 5427-386 ,951 
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APROX. YR. 


L951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
L955 
1956 
Py, 
1958 
L959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
i971 
1972 
Te. 


1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 : 
1978 


NUMBER 
Portland, Maine 
386 , 952-391-230 
L,,003-4,955 

5 Phi 5,921 

1.0, O000- 10, 787 


40 ’ 788-42 > 077 


Assorted nos. 


4.207819 , 762 


01,185-01,671 
01,672-02,158 


49 ,763=51,710 
02 159-02 645 


91,711-54,163 . 
02 646-03 ,132 


54 ,164-55,911 
03 ,133-03 ,619 


55,912-60,077 
No numbers re- 
ported 


60 ,078-61, 963 
03 3620-04, 106 
61 96h= 62,254 
O45 10720k, got 


62,255-65, 764 
Ob 338-05, 334 


65,765-67,132 
05 5335-06 ,4.39 


67,133-69,068 
06; 9440-07, 725 


69 ,069-70,410 
OF 5 5726-07, 896 


70 ,411-70,778 
07; 897-08, 205 


70 , 779-80 , 361 


No numbers 
Siac 


80 »362-80,870 
08, °306- 08; 51k 
Portland, ME & 
Mobile, AL 


APROX, YR. 


1979 


1980 


1981 
198 
1983 
1984 
1985 


1986 


1987 


1988 
1989 


1990 


LOL 


1992 


ive 


1994 


1999 


through 


NUMBiR 


80,871-100,499 


No numbers 
reported 
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APROX. YR. 


NUMBER 
100, 500- 


APROX. YR. 
1995 (Continued) 


KEY 
ORIGINAL 


Double 
Lever 


mx 


Noo L/ 
Blue Racer 


Upright 


Midget 


Martin 
Junior 
No. 6/ 
Lightning 


Champion 


Zephyr 


Presentation 


Vibro-Keyer 


ITambic 


Brass Racer-= 


Iambic 


STaRT DaTE/SOURCE 
June 1905 


"The Commercial Telegraphers' 
Journal", June 1905, Pg. 32 


Jul 1907-Aug. 1908 
Nameplate from WD6DTC key 


Dec. 1911 
"The Railroad Telegrapher", 
Dec. 1911, Pg. 376a 


Auge 1914 
"Journal of the Telegraph", 
Auge 1914, Pg. 15 


Nov. 1917 
"Electrical Experimenter", 
Pg. 458 


Oct. 1918 
"The Railroad Telegrapher", 
Oct. 1918, Pg. 268 


ce Jul/Aug 1920 
WW7P Survey 


June 1927 
"The Railroad Telegrapher", 
June 1927, Pg. 126 


Nov. 1939 
"QST", Nov. 1939, Pg. 114 


Jan. 1939 
UeSe Pate 2,187,351 shows 
a Zephyr. Filed 1/9/39 


Nov. 1948 
"QST", Nov. 1948, Pz. 136 


Jan. 1960 
"OST", Jan. 1960, Pg. 140 


Dec. 1979 
"OST", Dec. 1979, Pee 212 


Nov. 1982 
NQST", Nov. 1982, Pg. 162 


STOP DATE/SOURCE 


Still in production 


Feb. 1925 
"The Railroad Telegrapher", 
Feb. 1925, Pg. 32 


Jan. 1923 
"The Railroad Telegrapher", 
Jan. 1923, Pg. 6 


Dec...1966 
Harrison Ad. 
"QST", Dec. 1966, Pg. 170 


Feb. 1919 
"Telegraph and Telephone 
Age", Feb. 1919, Pg. ii 


Sep. 1920 
"The Railroad Telegrapher", 
Sep. 1920, Pg. 358 


Oct. 1939 
"QSsT", Oct. 1939, Pg. 106 


Nov. 1980 

Tufts Ad. "73" Magazine, 
Nov. 1980, Pg. 163 

Nov. 1980 

Tufts ad. "73" Magazine, 
Nov. 1980, Pg. 163 

1958 


WW7P Survey. 


Last Zephyr 
s/n: 201, 928 


Still in production 
Still in production 
Still in production 


Still in production 
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KEY STaRT DaTE/SOURCE STOP Da TE/SOURCE 
Brass Racer- Nov. 1982 Still in production 
EK-1 "QST", Nov. 1982, Pg. 162 


Straight Key-Nov. 1996/"QST", Nov. 1996, Pg. 201 Still in production 


Most recent 
Pat. date or 
Latest Pat. 


Number Date Range 
Auge 9, 1904 aug. 9, 1904 - apr. 15, 1906 
767 , 303 


Auge 9, 1904 apr. 16, 1906 - Jan. 21, 1907 
Others pend- 

ing 

Jan 22,07 Jan. 22, 1907-= Jun. 30, 1911 
842 4154 


Jan 22, 07 
Others pend- 
ing 

842,154 
Others pend- 
ing 


Oct..27, 1911 - Nov. 4, 1912 


Nov. 5, 1912 Nove 5, 1912 = aug. 3, 1917 


1,043,449 

1,043,449 

Others pend- aug. 4, 1917 - Mar. 18, 1918 

ing 

Lyk Fo se9l aprox. 1918 & 1919 

(Boulter) WW7P Survey 

1,260,008 Mar. 19, 1918 - Jul. 1920 (Start of 825 Br OnGway 


address) 


Vertical Nos, (On later keys with the Bug logo) 


763, 303 At top of list is wrong. This patent is for a clip 
issued to Joseph A. Mayers, June 21, 1904. Correct 
number should have been 767,303 issued to Horace G. 
Martin, August 9, 1904 


1,260,008 825 Broadway. Jul. 1920 - Feb. 12, 1923. "The 
Railroad Telegrapher", Jul. 20, 1920, 
Pg. 274 

1,445,226 This patent number preceeded 1,260,008 plus other pat- 


ents pending on Vibroplex keys. 
825 Broadway. Feb. 13, 1923 (U.S. Pat. date) - 
Febs 12, 1925 


796 Fulton. Feb. 13, 1925 - Jan. 8, 1939 
SQOSE", apr. 1925, Pes +6 a 2 mos 
for ad to be submitted) 
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Vertical Nos. Date Range 


Magazine ads for period Jun. 1925 - Apr. 1941 shows 
address as either: 
825 Broadway 


or 
832 Broadway 
however, all keys for this period are marked: 
796 Fulton St. 


1,260,008 796 Fulton St. Jan. 9, 1939 - 3-26-42(Date on J-36 key) 


CR? FES SN SS a a eee a eee oe 
pending 
833 Broadway 3-27-42 -=-1945 


"Patented" 1946 - 1963 WW7P Survey 
833 Broad- 
way 


No Pat. Nos. 1963 = 1980 WW7P Survey. New company using up 

No word Pat- 833 Broadway plates between Sep. 1979- 
ened 1980. . 

833 Broad- 

way 


No Pat. Nos. 1980 = aug. 1994 WW7P Survey 
No word Pate 

ened 

No street 

address 


_ rr ees 


RED/GREEN/BLUE COLOR BaSE 


START/SOURCE STOP/SOURCE 
Jun. 1929 nyST" Jun. 1929, Jul. 1936 "QST", Jul. 1936, 
Pe. 86 Pg. 71 


__ oO SSSFSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSsFhFhFeFeFeseFsFeseFeFFSSsSsSsSsmh 
VIBROPLEX PaTENTS , 


Only Vibroplex patents listed that appear as last patent num- 
ber/or most recent date on the nameplate. 


For a rough estimate of when your key was made, use that patent 
date and tne next patent's filing date. 


Patent Number Filing Date Patent Date 
767, 303 : 5/7/0k 9/04 
842,154 4/16/06 1/22/07 
1,043,449 — 10/27/11 i / 5/12 
1,178,291 8/1/14 4/4/16 
1,260,008 8/4/17 3/19/18 
1,445,226 12/10/21 2/13/23 


as I mentioned at the first of the article; this has been a 
lengthly project = well over six years, quite costly, data on over 
3,135 Vibroplex keys and the aid of nearly 2,000 owners. 
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I want to say a special thank you to my wife, Edith, for all 
her help and patience over the years. 


another who has been most helpful is Tom French, WLIMQ. 


This article deals only with the dating of the keys. For much 
more information on Vibroplex keys such as pictures, identification, 
ads, patents, modifications within models, nameplate data, etc., I 
recommend you purchase Tom French's latest book "Vibroplex Collector's 
Guide", Revised Edition. Tom's address is: 


P.O. Box 88 
Maynard, MA 01754 
U.sSedie 


a most heartfelt thank you to the many who furnished data on 
your keys. The first draft of this article listed each of you but 
it ran two and a half pages - single spaced. I'm afraid no publisher 
would accept that, so this paragraph will show my appreciation for 
your fine cooperation. o * 


Now, when someone asks how old your key is, you can say, "The 
t 


birth date of my Vibroplex key is 
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Lynn A. Burlingame 
15621 SE 26TH Street 
Bellevue, WA 98008 


(206)641-5488 
e-mail n7cfo@msn.org 


The N7CFO KEYLETTER is a seldom regular 

publication devoted exclusively to sharing 

information about telegraphy instruments “ 
and the lore of another age. 


SCINTIFEG Se 

AMER EA AN IMPROVED ELECTRIC SIGNAL. 

- a b I j i < : ; 
FEB US IYI0 The accompanying illustration represents a signaling 
"G. 106 apparatus for use in connection with telegraph lines, 


by which a signal may be sent to auy station upon the 
line without disturbing the other staismcus. 
It is designed to place all the sizuals upeu 
the line-under the control of the train dis- 
patcher, whereby he can signal a trai at 
any station, whether the operator at that 
station is asleep or avrke, mrerent at his in- 
strumentorabseut. ‘(be invertios has been 
patented by Mr. Jobu D. Taylor, of Piketon, 
Ohio. The principle of the apparatus may, 
perhaps, be best explained by supposing 
that the several stations on the line will 
each be indicated by a letter of the Morse 
alphabet, although any other system of dots 
and dashes might be employed. The call, 
therefore, for station ‘‘G,” according to the 
Morse alphabet, would be two dashes and a 
dot(——.-). The several impulses of this 
call, operating through the line relay, and 
through magnets, gear, and ratchet wheels, 
more a wheel on the periphery of which are TAYLOB’S ELECTRIC SIGNAL. 
notches corresponding to the signal, on the 
completion of which another battery is automatically 
brought into circuit to operate a signal which may bea 
bell in the office, a sewaphore at the side of the track, 
or other suitable device, the circuit last made by the 
call remaining closed until the opera:or comes to answer 
the signal, and, by moving a lever. allow the parts to re- 
turn to the point of starting. Thearrangementis euch 
that any other letter or combination of letters than 
that for which the instrument is adjusted would prove 
inoperative to work the signal. T ostruweont is also 
designed for use whereve: anuwl::r of electrical instru- 
ments are connected in series, an? where it may be de- 
sired to throw one of tue instrum:nts into the circuit 
without affecting the others. y 

rt to 


